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PhD candidate in communication sciences,
iINn University of Latvia.

Part of a research project about the media
ecology of Latvia.

Interested in topics related to self, identity and
social networking sites.

Also a Catholic. For year and a half | have been
the Head of the Information Centre of the
Catholic Church in Latvia.
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Denominations that have a theology that includes
the concept of sacrament (Catholic, Orthodox and
Lutheran church) were more likely to emphasize
that «<while it is not possible to take part in
services, let us be connected at least in this way...»

Other denominations (including Baptist church
and various Pentacostal parishes) were either
paying no attention to changed circumstances
and holding the services on social media, or
emphasizing that home and family is the place
where service takes place, thus online service is
just a sign of being together.

How should we call it?

Taking part in an online service (52,7%) \C\ / Both terms are equally correct (25,3%)

Watching an online service (22,3%)



attending the church vs online services

100%
| participated in online
services, only when
90% attending the church was
forbidden
80%
70% | have never participated in
an online service
60%
50% When it was poss?ble,
| attended services in the
__— church; however, other
40% times | took part in online
services
30%
20%
Lo ————__ Alsowhen attending the

church for a service was
allowed, | chose to take
part in services online
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| SEE THIS ONLY AS A TEMPORARY SOLUTION.
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For some churches — no big changes.

Worship, sermons and testimonies are
broadcasted live just as they were
taking place on the stage.




«Buy your own bread and pour
a glass of grape juice! Let us
celebrate the service just as

generations before us did.»

Veronika HabaroV
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Public interactions



When taking part in an online
service, | used to sing along.

Catholics Baptists Lutherans
When taking part in an online When taking part in an online When taking part in an online
service, | arranged the space service, | performed the relevant service, | said the answers
around me. actions (i.e., kneeling). out loud.
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8% used the possiblity to send in their prayer
INntentions pbefore the service.

40% took part in other spiritual activities
(such as prayer groups) via social media platforms.

25% felt alienated from their parish due to pandemic.
10% felt alienated from their faith due to pandemic.
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